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                           MINISTRY OF TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORTS
                           NATIONAL CENTER FOR BOOKS AND READING 


                                                              GUIDELINES
ON THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, THE FINANCIAL AWARDS FOR WINNING WORKS, AND THE OPERATING PROCEDURES OF THE JURY OF THE LITERARY TRANSLATION FUND “ALBANIAN WORD INTO FOREIGN LANGUAGES” 2026

	
	                                                   CHAPTER I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

                                                                    Article 1
                                                                 Legal Basis

These Guidelines have been drafted pursuant to Law No. 10352, dated 18.11.2010, “On Art and Culture”, as amended; Law No. 8480, dated 27.05.1999, “On the Functioning of Collegial Bodies of the State Administration and Public Entities”; Council of Ministers Decision No. 24, dated 16.01.2019, “On the Establishment, Organization and Functioning of the National Center for Books and Reading”; and the Regulation of the National Center for Books and Reading approved by Decision No. 341, dated 22.09.2020, Protocol No. 4017.

Article 2
Purpose
These Guidelines set out the rules and procedures for the administration of the Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word into Foreign Languages” 2026, the eligibility criteria and application requirements, the evaluation procedure, the role and functioning of external experts and the evaluation jury, the amount of financial support provided to the beneficiaries, as well as the obligations of the parties until the completion of the project. 


CHAPTER II
LITERARY TRANSLATION FUND “ALBANIAN WORD INTO FOREIGN LANGUAGES” 2026	

						Article 3
Objective of the fund
1. The Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word into Foreign Languages”, 2026, has as its objective the support, dissemination, and promotion of Albanian literature worldwide.
2.  The Fund is implemented through an open call for applications and a competitive evaluation process. 
3. The Fund supports projects for the translation and publication into foreign languages of works of Albanian traditional and contemporary literature with outstanding literary value, as assessed by literary criticism.


Article 4
Eligibility Requirements
1. 	Applications shall be submitted by foreign publishing entities licensed by the competent authorities of the country of origin.
2. The publisher must:
a) have secured the publishing and translation rights of the work prior to application submission;
b) submit the contract with the copyright holder;
c) submit the contract with the translator;
d) submit a translated sample of no less than 20 (twenty) pages in the target language, together with the corresponding text in the Albanian language;
e) submit the required documentation within the deadline specified in the call for applications
3. The contracts submitted under points “b” and “c” must be in Albanian or English.


CHAPTER III
                                        EXTERNAL EVALUATION EXPERTS,
                                   SELECTION AND WORKING PROCEDURE

Article 5
                                                     External evaluation experts 
1. Depending on the languages into which works of Albanian literature are required to be translated, and which are to be supported by the Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word in Foreign Languages” 2026, the Director of the National Center for Books and Reading (NCBR) shall appoint external expert evaluators, who shall carry out the assessment of the quality of translations of works from the Albanian language into the respective target language.
2. The external expert evaluators must be qualified professionals with experience in the field of literary translation.
3. Each evaluator shall conduct the assessment exclusively for translations in the language in which they possess professional competence.
4. Evaluators shall be provided with an excerpt of the work submitted by the applicant, consisting of the translated text and the corresponding original text in the Albanian language.
5. In order to ensure the impartiality of the evaluation process, the names of translators and evaluators shall remain anonymous throughout the entire review procedure.
6. Upon completion of the evaluation process, each evaluator shall prepare a duly substantiated evaluation report, which shall be made available to the jury and shall serve as supporting documentation in the decision-making process.

 
CHAPTER IV
APPOINTMENT AND FUNCTIONING OF THE EVALUATION JURY, DECISION-MAKING AND VOTING PROCEDURES

Article 6
  Jury Appointment 
1. For the selection of the winners of the Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word in Foreign Languages” 2026, a jury shall be established as a decision-making body

Article 7
                                          Evaluation and Decision-Making Procedure
1. 	The jury shall assess applications on the basis of:
a. the literary quality of the work;
b. the significance of the author within the context of Albanian literature;
c. the quality of the translation, in accordance with the expert’s assessment;
d. the international impact and cultural influence of the publication of the work in the target language.
2. The decisions of the jury shall be adopted by vote and shall be duly reasoned.
3. The jury shall prepare a final evaluation report.
4. The jury shall designate 6 (six) winning works to benefit from the Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word in Foreign Languages” 2026.
5. The jury shall formulate the statements of grounds for the 6 (six) winners.
6. Upon completion of the evaluation process, the jury shall submit the final report to the Director of the NCBR on the predetermined date.
7. The Director of the NCBR shall not interfere with the jury’s assessments, except in cases where procedural violations, conflicts of interest, lack of documentation, non-compliance with the criteria, or incompatibility with the applicable legislation are identified.


Article 8
                                    Procedure following the jury’s evaluation
1. The results shall be announced after the jury has designated the 6 (six) winning works, which shall be published on the official website www.qkll.gov.al and on the social media platforms administered by the NCBR.
2. Simultaneously, the participating publishers shall be notified by e-mail.


Article 9
Finnancial support
1. 	The jury shall select 6 (six) winning works.
2. For each winning work, the NCBR shall provide financial support in the amount of EUR 1,500 (one thousand five hundred euros).
3. The financial support shall be transferred to the bank account of the beneficiary publisher in accordance with the terms and conditions of the contract concluded with the NCBR.


CHAPTER V

Article 10
    Responsibilities of the NCBR 
1. The NCBR shall publish the call for applications for the Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word in Foreign Languages” 2026 on its official website www.qkll.gov.al.
2.  The call for applications shall remain open from 15 June 2026 until 3 July 2026, at 14:00 hrs.
3. The professional jury shall issue a Decision on the winners of the Literary Translation Fund “Albanian Word in Foreign Languages” 2026, in accordance with the evaluation carried out by the jury.


Article 11
Obligations of the Beneficiary Publisher
1. Following the announcement of the results, the NCBR shall enter into a contract with the beneficiary publisher.
2. The beneficiary publisher shall be obliged to publish the work within 12 (twelve) months from the date of signing of the contract.
3. The publication shall acknowledge the financial support provided by the NCBR, and the official logo shall be used in accordance with the instructions set out in the application form.
4. The publisher shall submit 5 (five) copies of the published work to the NCBR.
      5. The publisher shall notify and submit documentation concerning the promotional activities undertaken following publication.


           ________________________________________________________________________________________
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